[Femoral fractures following total hip prosthesis].
Fractures of the ipsilateral femur after hip arthroplasty are a serious problem. In most cases, minimal trauma is responsible for the fracture. Predisposing factors, such as severe osteoporosis, loosening of the stem of the prosthesis, or cortex perforations, are often found. Such fractures occurred between 1979 and 1989 in 30 patients, i.e. 2.3% of our patients who had received primary prosthesis and 2.9% of those who had undergone revision. The patients' ages at the time of fracture ranged from 41 to 88 years (mean 63 years), 33% of the patients in these group being female. The time lapse from implantation of the prosthesis to the fracture varied between 1 month and 11 years (mean 4.4 years). The fracture was at the level of the proximal trochanteric region in 3% of these patients, between the trochanteric line and the tip of the prosthesis in 20%, and below the tip of the prosthesis in 70%. Operative treatment was performed in 29 patients. Fractures were fixed with a compression plate in 19 (63%), and in 3 the plate fixation was reinforced with intramedullary cement. In 2 osteoporotic patients with supracondylar fractures the osteosynthesis ruptured and a successful revision operation with cement was performed. In 3 others internal fixation was combined with replacement of the prosthesis; 3 patients received a Wagner revision prosthesis and 1 a long-stem Protek tumor prosthesis.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)